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THE MAP
LIBRARY

•  A plan of Portsmouth from 1545 is the earliest map of 
any town in Britain to be drawn entirely to scale.

•  The earliest map in our collection is a plan of the 
Southwick Estate and was made in about 1810.

•  The commercial value of data the University of 
Portsmouth uses from Digimap each year is about £1.3M.

•  Our Victorian Ordnance Survey Town Plans of 
Portsmouth show every lamp post and the layout of 
gardens.

•  Perhaps our most unusual item is a 1988 Soviet plan of 
Portsmouth.

•  Can you find what is probably Great Britain’s emptiest 
grid square at NY050690?
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The Map Library is located on the first floor of 
the Library

Check signs in the Map Library for opening 
times or email the Map Librarian to make an 
appointment



WHAT IS THE  
MAP LIBRARY?
THE MAP LIBRARY IS ONE OF THE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. IT CONTAINS A 
COLLECTION OF MAPS, SOME OF WHICH CAN BE 
BORROWED, AND IS A CENTRE OF EXPERTISE IN THE USE 
OF THE DIGIMAP DATA COLLECTIONS.

Here are just some of the items that are available.

Digital Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping from EDINA Digimap to print or download.
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right [2018] Ordnance Survey (100025252)

An almost complete collection of large scale Ordnance Survey County Series (1860s-1930s) 
maps of Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and parts of West Sussex.

An almost complete set of BGS 1:50,000 
geological maps, many of which can be 
borrowed.
Geological Map Data BGS © UKRI 2018

Aerial photography
© Getmapping Plc

Hydrographic maps and data for home 
waters of the British Isles.
© British Crown and OceanWise, 2018. All rights 
reserved. Licence No. EK001-20180802. Not to be 
used for Navigation.

OS Landranger and Outdoor Leisure 
maps that you can borrow.
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database 
right [2018] Ordnance Survey (100025252)

A rare and complete collection of Victorian 
Town Plans of Portsmouth.

Facsimiles of early maps of Portsmouth.


